The significance of eosinophils in mild and moderate acute cardiac allograft rejection.
The presence of eosinophils has previously been associated with severe acute cardiac allograft rejection. This appears to be a relatively uncommon finding, judging from our experience and the paucity of information appearing in literature. We report three cases where a prominent infiltrate of eosinophils was noted on endomyocardial biopsy following cardiac transplantation. There was no evidence of severe acute rejection in any of these three patients, and one patient had only mild acute rejection without even focal myocardial necrosis. An infiltrate, which includes eosinophils, does not appear to be restricted to severe acute cardiac allograft rejection. Therefore, when eosinophils are noted in endomyocardial biopsy specimens, decisions to revise the immunosuppressive regimen of cardiac transplant recipients should continue to be based upon established conventional histologic criteria.